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Headless Horseman haunts Stones River Battlefield
MIKE WEST, Managing Editor
Sunday, October 18, 2009 7:31 am.
 Email   Print (http://www.murfreesboropost.com/headless­horseman­haunts­stones­river­battlefield­cms­

19880­printer)

(http://www.murfreesboropost.com/headless­
horseman­haunts­stones­river­

battlefield­cms­19880)
Stones River Battlefield is said to be the most

haunted place in Murfreesboro.

Does the ghost of a headless horseman still haunt Stones River Battlefield?
Yes, if you believe anonymous witnesses to the sight and postings on the Internet.
The rider in question is said to be the ghost of Lt. Col. Julius P. Garesche, who died near the railroad line just past
the current site of Stones River National Cemetery. A sign marks the site where Garesche fell from his mount.
On the afternoon of Dec. 31, 1862, Gen. William S. Rosecrans was riding along Union Army lines near the Round
Forest. Accompanying him was his popular, but humble chief of staff Garesche.
Capt. Henry Semple of Semple’s Alabama Battery spotted the officers and told a gunner to fire at them. A round
of solid shot missed Rosecrans, but struck Garesche, decapitating him. Garesche’s blood and brains covered the
commanding general.
Garesche's horse galloped another 20 yards before his body fell off near the tracks of the Nashville and
Chattanooga Railroad.
After dusk, Garesche’s West Point classmate, Brig. Gen. William S. Hazen searched for his body. Hazen
discovered it and recovered his West Point ring and his well­read Catholic devotional, “Imitation of Christ.”
“I chanced to pass the spot where he lay. He was alone, no soldier – dead nor living – near him. I saw but a
headless trunk: an eddy of crimson foam had issued where his head should be,” Hazen wrote.
“I at once recognized his figure, it lay so naturally, his right hand across his breast. As I approached, dismounted,
and bent over him, the contraction of a muscle extended the hand slowly and slightly towards me,” Hazen said.
His classmate found Garesche’s hand still warm and lifelike.
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His classmate found Garesche’s hand still warm and lifelike.
Hazen took the West Point class ring from Garesche’s finger and his devotional from his pocket.
“There was no time for tears,” the general wrote. 
Hazen and a group of volunteers then buried Garesche in a temporary battlefield grave. The rare nighttime burial
became fodder for newspaper stories in Union states.
A marker near the railroad tracks not far from Stones River National Cemetery memorializes his death site.
While it was not rare for soldiers to be decapitated by cannon fire, Garesche’s story won national attention due to
a series of strange omens that preceded his fall moments into his first battle.
Some 21 years earlier, Garesche had just graduated from West Point and was visiting his father in St. Louis. His
father, as the tale goes, had just come into possession of 2,000 acres of land lying at the junction of the
Mississippi and Missouri Rivers.
Woodcutters and squatters beset the land so the elder Garesche dispatched his son and two other armed men to
patrol the area. After a long search to find a camping site, Julius discovered a cabin on the banks of the Missouri.
Settling in for the night, Julius was awakened by the sudden collapse of the cabin into the mighty river. He and his
compatriots barely escaped disaster. When told the story, Julius’ brother Frederick interpreted the near death
experience as an omen of disaster.
The comments of Frederick, who was training for the priesthood, made a strong impression on his brother. A
series of life­ending “near misses” compounded Julius’ fears and as the years past, he became more and more
involved in mysticism.
Seeking relief from his worries, Garesche became involved in the Society of St. Vincent of Paul, an organization
aimed at relieving the suffering among the poor. But as the outbreak of war approached, Julius found himself on
the opposite side from many of his Southern relatives. During a heated discussion with an associate, Garesche
called his Confederate relatives turncoats and damned them to a living hell.
This out­of­character performance caused Julius to seek out the advice of his brother once again. By this point,
his brother Frederick was now a Catholic priest of some prominence.
This sin caused his brother, Father Frederick, to predict Julius’ death in his first battle. Frederick set an 18­month
timetable for his brother’s demise.
At first, Julius refused to accept his brother’s prediction. He was, after all, a staff officer who would not be called
into combat. But by April of 1862, he began to seek a field commission. His attempts were foiled until his West
Point friend, Rosecrans, was appointed to lead the Army of the Cumberland.
On Nov. 5, 1862, Garesche was appointed chief of staff, Army of the Cumberland. He quickly became Rosecrans’
closest confidant.
His last day on earth came soon after with the Army of Cumberland marching from Nashville to Murfreesboro. On
the morning of Dec. 31, 1862, Garesche joined in the celebration of High Mass with the Rev. Father Cooney of the
55th Indiana Regiment officiating.
All to soon, it became obvious that the Confederates had beaten Rosecrans to the punch on a surprise attack and
the Union Army was quickly falling back. As Rosecrans paused to determine a course of action, Garesche took a
moment for prayer in a small grove of trees. He quickly rejoined Rosecrans and quickly rode off to his fate 15
months after his brother’s pronouncement.
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This is true. As a child we lived at Reynolds Park. On Saturdays we
would always go to Roses and shop. One night we were riding with my
mother and grandmother when we noticed a horse at the side of the car

Most Viewed

(http://www.murfreesboropost.com/arnold­
s­lawyer­claims­travel­is­
in­compliance­­cms­
44954) Arnold's lawyer
claims travel is 'in
compliance'
(http://www.murfreesboropost.com/arnold­
s­lawyer­claims­travel­is­
in­compliance­­cms­
44954)  1197 views
(http://www.murfreesboropost.com/pepper­
spray­lawsuit­settled­
against­arnold­jailers­
cms­44964) Pepper spray
lawsuit settled against
Arnold, jailers
(http://www.murfreesboropost.com/pepper­
spray­lawsuit­settled­
against­arnold­jailers­
cms­44964)  1124 views
(http://www.murfreesboropost.com/heath­
michael­emslie­cms­
44944) Heath Michael
Emslie
(http://www.murfreesboropost.com/heath­
michael­emslie­cms­
44944)  1054 views
(http://www.murfreesboropost.com/water­
bills­could­go­up­
pending­study­results­
cms­44952) Water bills
could go up, pending
study results
(http://www.murfreesboropost.com/water­
bills­could­go­up­
pending­study­results­
cms­44952)  917 views
(http://www.murfreesboropost.com/bob­
spivey­former­mayor­of­
smyrna­passes­away­
cms­44963) Bob Spivey,
former mayor of Smyrna,
passes away
(http://www.murfreesboropost.com/bob­
spivey­former­mayor­of­
smyrna­passes­away­
cms­44963)  858 views

7,50 € 7,90 €
La Nueva Revelacion. El Mensaje...

Envío gratis en pedidos de mas de 19 euros.
Casadellibro.com

2016 DODGE CHALLENGER
What's better than muscle? More muscle.

Most Powerful Muscle Car Ever1

BUILD & PRICE VIEW INCENTIVES
LEGAL

http://www.murfreesboropost.com/login.php
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?hashtags=TMP&original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.murfreesboropost.com%2Fheadless-horseman-haunts-stones-river-battlefield-cms-19880&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Headless%20Horseman%20haunts%20Stones%20River%20Battlefield%20-%20The%20Murfreesboro%20Post&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.murfreesboropost.com%2Fheadless-horseman-haunts-stones-river-battlefield-cms-19880&via=Mboro_Post
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://www.murfreesboropost.com/headless-horseman-haunts-stones-river-battlefield-cms-19880
http://www.twitter.com/share?url=http://www.murfreesboropost.com/headless-horseman-haunts-stones-river-battlefield-cms-19880
http://plus.google.com/share?url=http://www.murfreesboropost.com/headless-horseman-haunts-stones-river-battlefield-cms-19880&title=Headless+Horseman+haunts+Stones+River+Battlefield
http://www.murfreesboropost.com/keyword/Civil-War
http://www.murfreesboropost.com/keyword/Halloween
http://www.murfreesboropost.com/keyword/Looking-Back
http://www.murfreesboropost.com/keyword/Mike-West
http://www.murfreesboropost.com/keyword/Stones-River-National-Battlefield
http://www.murfreesboropost.com/homepage.php?Who=drnitemare
http://www.murfreesboropost.com/news.php?delResponse=20245&viewStory=19880
javascript:void(0)
http://www.murfreesboropost.com/arnold-s-lawyer-claims-travel-is-in-compliance--cms-44954
http://www.murfreesboropost.com/arnold-s-lawyer-claims-travel-is-in-compliance--cms-44954
http://www.murfreesboropost.com/pepper-spray-lawsuit-settled-against-arnold-jailers-cms-44964
http://www.murfreesboropost.com/pepper-spray-lawsuit-settled-against-arnold-jailers-cms-44964
http://www.murfreesboropost.com/heath-michael-emslie-cms-44944
http://www.murfreesboropost.com/heath-michael-emslie-cms-44944
http://www.murfreesboropost.com/water-bills-could-go-up-pending-study-results-cms-44952
http://www.murfreesboropost.com/water-bills-could-go-up-pending-study-results-cms-44952
http://www.murfreesboropost.com/bob-spivey-former-mayor-of-smyrna-passes-away-cms-44963
http://www.murfreesboropost.com/bob-spivey-former-mayor-of-smyrna-passes-away-cms-44963
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cll4hfpO4V8qnEsjQxgKxgYSYC5_n7NVFnKrH144D5J7p1LsBEAEgrrTxEWDV9dICoAHQhdH8A8gBBqkCLiqexVYBsz6oAwGqBNEBT9BKCObZhuZQ_C4FaK--TMjEHx2dgqAJU9bVpZdv0NxhpUbnfQC3XF3aCa4j0m4imnktcOXCeNgw4xqyQW3tzjOxZyVhvfL3YCXBkcAGOZ0Ovfpo026qPWvDiTTW2EaWt6rb7vSiihkChUpIAcNiUBlBdLzyAaI5oMxQyqupyWSJTpLmafcBo0yKr1Dt1OM9fus76blEi51QZ7B92Y1uuQY9-3JFE07V7Zl0CyN6a1oLMQ5VFw6mcbZp1lv24-c8xahZLb7ppMJeG9SgyaBKvvn6BQYIJRABGACIBgGgBjeAB5j6rgOoB4HGG6gHpr4b2AcB2BMI&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoveHlr87y1vaAdy_ZSepmPw&sig=AOD64_0XVbYKGxWqsLhQrcm0T93wD2dtdQ&adurl=http://www.casadellibro.com/homeAfiliado%3Fca%3D19440%26url%3Dhttp://www.casadellibro.com/homeAfiliado%3Fca%3D19440%26idproducto%3D553348&client=ca-pub-5570339860485879
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cll4hfpO4V8qnEsjQxgKxgYSYC5_n7NVFnKrH144D5J7p1LsBEAEgrrTxEWDV9dICoAHQhdH8A8gBBqkCLiqexVYBsz6oAwGqBNEBT9BKCObZhuZQ_C4FaK--TMjEHx2dgqAJU9bVpZdv0NxhpUbnfQC3XF3aCa4j0m4imnktcOXCeNgw4xqyQW3tzjOxZyVhvfL3YCXBkcAGOZ0Ovfpo026qPWvDiTTW2EaWt6rb7vSiihkChUpIAcNiUBlBdLzyAaI5oMxQyqupyWSJTpLmafcBo0yKr1Dt1OM9fus76blEi51QZ7B92Y1uuQY9-3JFE07V7Zl0CyN6a1oLMQ5VFw6mcbZp1lv24-c8xahZLb7ppMJeG9SgyaBKvvn6BQYIJRABGACIBgGgBjeAB5j6rgOoB4HGG6gHpr4b2AcB2BMI&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoveHlr87y1vaAdy_ZSepmPw&sig=AOD64_0XVbYKGxWqsLhQrcm0T93wD2dtdQ&adurl=http://www.casadellibro.com/homeAfiliado%3Fca%3D19440%26url%3Dhttp://www.casadellibro.com/homeAfiliado%3Fca%3D19440%26idproducto%3D553348&client=ca-pub-5570339860485879
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cll4hfpO4V8qnEsjQxgKxgYSYC5_n7NVFnKrH144D5J7p1LsBEAEgrrTxEWDV9dICoAHQhdH8A8gBBqkCLiqexVYBsz6oAwGqBNEBT9BKCObZhuZQ_C4FaK--TMjEHx2dgqAJU9bVpZdv0NxhpUbnfQC3XF3aCa4j0m4imnktcOXCeNgw4xqyQW3tzjOxZyVhvfL3YCXBkcAGOZ0Ovfpo026qPWvDiTTW2EaWt6rb7vSiihkChUpIAcNiUBlBdLzyAaI5oMxQyqupyWSJTpLmafcBo0yKr1Dt1OM9fus76blEi51QZ7B92Y1uuQY9-3JFE07V7Zl0CyN6a1oLMQ5VFw6mcbZp1lv24-c8xahZLb7ppMJeG9SgyaBKvvn6BQYIJRABGACIBgGgBjeAB5j6rgOoB4HGG6gHpr4b2AcB2BMI&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoveHlr87y1vaAdy_ZSepmPw&sig=AOD64_0XVbYKGxWqsLhQrcm0T93wD2dtdQ&adurl=http://www.casadellibro.com/homeAfiliado%3Fca%3D19440%26url%3Dhttp://www.casadellibro.com/homeAfiliado%3Fca%3D19440%26idproducto%3D553348&client=ca-pub-5570339860485879
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cll4hfpO4V8qnEsjQxgKxgYSYC5_n7NVFnKrH144D5J7p1LsBEAEgrrTxEWDV9dICoAHQhdH8A8gBBqkCLiqexVYBsz6oAwGqBNEBT9BKCObZhuZQ_C4FaK--TMjEHx2dgqAJU9bVpZdv0NxhpUbnfQC3XF3aCa4j0m4imnktcOXCeNgw4xqyQW3tzjOxZyVhvfL3YCXBkcAGOZ0Ovfpo026qPWvDiTTW2EaWt6rb7vSiihkChUpIAcNiUBlBdLzyAaI5oMxQyqupyWSJTpLmafcBo0yKr1Dt1OM9fus76blEi51QZ7B92Y1uuQY9-3JFE07V7Zl0CyN6a1oLMQ5VFw6mcbZp1lv24-c8xahZLb7ppMJeG9SgyaBKvvn6BQYIJRABGACIBgGgBjeAB5j6rgOoB4HGG6gHpr4b2AcB2BMI&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoveHlr87y1vaAdy_ZSepmPw&sig=AOD64_0XVbYKGxWqsLhQrcm0T93wD2dtdQ&adurl=http://www.casadellibro.com/homeAfiliado%3Fca%3D19440%26url%3Dhttp://www.casadellibro.com/homeAfiliado%3Fca%3D19440%26idproducto%3D553348&client=ca-pub-5570339860485879
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C5lk8fpO4V9aLHaXRtgfX_pu4CvzM8bpG3NuIyvwCrQIQASDhoOIlYNX10gKgAb7OoqIDyAECqAMByAPBBKoEzQFP0ENt6Vfg0vTZRqbE0tNzmBXWVOKmcvToFPXY8scYGDVYs0vEamyrU33NKJyzVxjv2pusjbPvNQfL8knGeunbc3gIa7qPndGEZSEffu7oshbLEkrukR0E2GGij6JTFqiblio8bSSmCpOQXBE2LzlhcojKoZvhVGesyEup6Aptv-j4G_E5VzcerqXmMLr4YVI1SBKWJYgdK-n5g2XBVqfmX8J0SpJFppDi7bqJQoYXtBeM44_5B-0R4_x5gDpByEWiKHjz3KSI4CY026wMiAYBoAYCgAeqsd1dqAeBxhuoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoe0yWDr9uPfhWnUGRkHMo7w&sig=AOD64_33jBV8ilRPAiFU32-4iL5-UY1a7w&client=ca-pub-5879897202316017&adurl=https://smartconsumersavings.com/113/goog/www.murfreesboropost.com_scs2


 
Copyright Statement

(http://www.murfreesboropost.com/http://www.murfreesboropost.com/copyright.php) | Privacy
Statement (http://www.murfreesboropost.com/http://www.murfreesboropost.com/privacy.php) |

Terms of Service
(http://www.murfreesboropost.com/http://www.murfreesboropost.com/tos.php)

615­869­0800 | online@murfreesboropost.com | 307 N. Walnut Street, Suite 2,  Murfreesboro, TN
37130

Powered by Bondware (http://www.bondware.com/)

News Publishing Software (http://www.bondware.com/newspaper)

 (bw_detect.php)

 (/login.php)

mother and grandmother when we noticed a horse at the side of the car
riding at the same speed. Me and my sister saw a solid horse, solid
body, and a ghost head. If I remember correctly this was right after
christmas when my mother was taking back clothes we had gotten that
would not fit to Roses department store. I have seen him many times
other than this too. he was waving at me back in 1994 near the cannons
past the cemetary. I am glad someone finally put this on the internet so I
can now put a name to the spirit.

Ponycar (http://www.murfreesboropost.com/homepage.php?
Who=Ponycar)  [Delete (http://www.murfreesboropost.com/news.php?
delResponse=20247&viewStory=19880)]
October 19, 2009 at 10:53am

I've read the story about Murfreesboro,s headless horseman in a book
titled " Dark and bloody ground". This book has many Tennessee ghost
stories. The book also tells about the slaughter pen area of the stones
river battle ground as being the most haunted part of the battle ground.

Dave42 (http://www.murfreesboropost.com/homepage.php?
Who=Dave42)  [Delete (http://www.murfreesboropost.com/news.php?
delResponse=20257&viewStory=19880)]
October 20, 2009 at 9:18am

I lived in the Murfreesboro area for a little over 20 years and heard the
"Headless Horseman" story from my late ex­father­in­law. I used to work
at GE and sometimes would take the old highway to work just to look for
this "ghost". Some of us even went out that way to drink beer, and we
never saw a single thing. I guess you have to NOT be looking for him to
be able to see him. My exfather­in­law never saw it either and he was
born and raised in Murfreesboro.

SocEtTuem (http://www.murfreesboropost.com/homepage.php?
Who=SocEtTuem)  [Delete (http://www.murfreesboropost.com/news.php?

delResponse=20479&viewStory=19880)]
October 29, 2009 at 4:16pm

I am very skeptical of ghost stories, believing many to be the product of
active imaginations and the rest to be the result of more earthly
phenomena mistaken for something more. They are however fun to tell,
and often help educate people about historical events they might
otherwise ignore. Everyone loves a good yarn and I am no different. I
also know some are certain what they have perceived is indeed
supernatural. I remain unconvinced, but thoroughly entertained.
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